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What is the study about?
This study aims to compare the long-term outcomes of burn survivors with and without inhalation injury. Inhalation injuries carry significant acute care burden, including prolonged days on a ventilator and days in the hospital. However, few studies have looked at outcomes of inhalation injury survivors after hospitalization.
What did the study find?
This study found that burn survivors with inhalation injury were significantly less likely to be employed at 24 months after injury, compared to survivors without inhalation injury. However, other health-related quality of life outcomes were similar between the two groups. This study suggests distinct long-term outcomes in adult burn survivors with inhalation injury.
Who participated in the study?
Adult burn survivors with and without inhalation injuries (n= 1,871; 208 with inhalation injury, 1,663 without inhalation injury) enrolled in the Burn Model Systems (BMS) National Database.
How was the study conducted?
This study was a retrospective study using data at 24 months post-injury from the BMS National Database.
How can people use the results?
Individuals with burn and inhalation injuries and their families can use the results of this study to better understand how inhalation injuries may effect long-term employment. Practitioners can use the results of this study to think about how to modify resource distribution and treatment models for burn survivors with inhalation injuries, to better help with long-term recovery specific to their needs. 
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