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Strategies of successful and unsuccessful simulators coached to feign traumatic brain injury1
What is the study about?
Differentiating genuine traumatic brain injury (TBI) from faked neurocognitive impairment is essential to correctly provide resources in legal and healthcare systems. This study assessed the strategies used by healthy adults who were coached to simulate traumatic brain injury (TBI) during neuropsychological evaluation. 
Who participated in the study?
Participants (n=58) were healthy adults between the ages 18-62 who had an education that ranged from 10-18 years.
How was the study conducted?
Participants were instructed to simulate TBI while completing several performance validity tests (PVT’s), neuropsychological tests, a self-report scale of functional independence, and a debriefing survey about strategies used to fake TBI. 
What did the study find?
Participants who successfully simulated TBI used a targeted, systematic strategy for each test by applying the information provided about TBI. Additionally, they had more years of education and a higher estimated IQ when compared to participants who were unsuccessful in simulating TBI. 
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