
Purpose       This tool provides guidelines and tips on how to effectively use dot 
     charts to communicate research findings.                                                       

 

Format        This tool provides guidance on dot charts and their purposes, and shows 
     examples of preferred practices and practical tips for dot charts. 

 

Audience    This tool is designed primarily for researchers from the Model Systems 
     that are funded by the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living,     
     and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR). The tool can be adapted by other 
     NIDILRR-funded grantees and the general public. 

 

Effective Use of Dot Charts 

1 
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Dot Charts 
 Dot charts can effectively display two or more series (or two or 

more subgroups of one series) on one chart with the values 
expressed as dots (or other symbols) along parallel lines. 

 Dot Charts are useful for efficiently displaying subgroup 
distributions and subgroup differences.  

 Dot Charts are also useful for displaying time-based differences in 
group performance – such as pre-post data. 

 Dot Charts are typically used as an alternative to clustered bar 
charts. 

 Dot charts combine features of horizontal bar charts and scatter 
charts. 

 The imagery of a dot chart is similar to that of beads along a 
horizontal abacus. 

 Dot Charts are also called Dot Plots. 












